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PARISH HISTORY 

 

It was the year 1927. It had been three years since the arrival of the 
Franciscan Fathers of the Third Order Regular, from Mallorca (Spain) 
having been called upon His Excellency, Most Rev. C.E. Byrne, Bishop 
of Galveston, to take charge of the vast number of Mexican Catholics. 
 
The Franciscan Fathers’ Mission would be in Central Texas, which 
would cover more than fifteen counties. 
 
The visits of Father Gabriel Tous, T.O.R., first missionary, and Father 
Sebastian Rubi, T.O.R., were limited to only once a month at St. Mary’s 
Church. 
 
The need to build a church of their own was the idea among the Mexican 
Catholic population. 
 
Father Miguel Munar, T.O.R., missionary since 1931, undertook the 
giant task, which had been by his predecessors. 
 
By 1943 there were sufficient funds to buy the land located on 6th street 

and Avenue G, just south of the city. But due to the sudden death of 
Father Munar in December 9, 1943, on his way to his beloved missions, 
Father Juan Domenge T.O.R., pastor of Saint Francis in Waco, Texas 
was assigned to complete the great deed begun by Father Miguel Munar.  
 
The groundbreaking was held on October 8, 1944, and on June 5, 1945, 
the Bishop Byrne of Galveston officiated at the solemn blessing of the 
Church.  
 
At this time there was great happiness and a sense of accomplishment 
among the Mexican Catholics because of the new church.  



The Holy Name Society for men and Daughters of Mary Society for the 
young ladies were organized in 1948.  
 
The Society of Our Lady of Guadalupe had formed in 1941 and had 
grown considerably during this period.  
 
With the cooperation and hard work of the people, the time soon came 
when the debt of the church was paid. This was due to the 
encouragement, and efforts of Father Miguel Rigo, T.O.R., who was 
assigned to the Mission in February 16, 1947. 
 
At the end of 1949 the final payment of the church was made.  
 
On September 15, 1951 Father Miguel Rigo, T.O.R., bought the house, 
which was to be used ad the residence for the priests.  
 
Up to this time the church had been only a mission under the care of St. 
Francis in Waco, but the day finally came when the church became a 
parish.  
 
In 1952, Father Antonio Frontera, T.O.R., was assigned to be the first 
pastor, beginning his duties in early 1953. 
 
As the years passed and its members increased, Father Frontera realized 

the great need for expansion. However, Father Antonio Frontera was not 
going to see his plans realized because God called him in February 4, 
1956 to his eternal reward.  
 
With this great loss, the enthusiasm lessened. During the period of 1956-
1959 under the leadership of Father Miguel Lliteras, T.O.R., the parish 
experienced an improvement of the spiritual life. This spiritual uplifting 
can also be attributed to the new movement, called “Los Cursillos de 
Cristiandad”. Membership in all the societies grew, attendance at the 
Sunday Masses increased.  
 



In 1959 Rev. Father Rafael Nadal was appointed the new pastor and 
from the beginning he exhibited new determination.  
 
It was quite evident that the new and more spacious church was needed.  
 
The grounds across the street from the old church were acquired and the 
ground breaking and blessing was held August 5, 1962. 
 
In June 1963 the foundation was poured and the church began to take 
form.  
 
The dedication and blessing of the new church took place on April 12, 
1964. 
 
In 1964 Rev. Antonio Terrasa assumed the leadership of the newly 
constructed church. Father Terrasa was charged with great responsibility 
of meeting the enormous financial burdens of the new church. Fr. 
Terrasa fulfilled his obligations until 1967 when new assignments were 
announced.  
 
The new assignments in 1967 made Rev. Juan Riera the pastor of the 
parish who took the leadership of the parish community until 1970. He 
continued making the payment of the building and taking care of the 
spiritual life.  

 
During 1970 – 1973, Father Juan Riera, was succeeded by Father Rafael 
Nadal, T.O.R., who returned as a pastor to the parish the he built in 
1964. 
 
Another assignment took place in 1973, at this time Father Rafael Nadal, 
was succeeded by Father Gregorio Sabater, who was the pastor until 
1975.  
 
During the month of September of 1975, Father Bernardo Nicolau 
inherited the parish leadership. He had many objectives for the parish. 



The first priority was to meet the needs and spiritual obligations of the 
parish while realizing the economic realities of the church. In order to 
perpetuate the Church’s teachings a religious education program was 
established to provide continued support through the leaders of 
tomorrow.  
 
The religious C.C.D. program has been nurtured since 1975 to it’s 
present enrollment of 227, encompassing first grade through high 
school. The religious education program has been successful due to 
steadfast dedication of a group of volunteer Catechists and the support 
and cooperation of the parish families.  
 
In order to provide for a bigger and brighter future and keeping in mind 
the need for spiritual was well as human growth the acquisition (in May 
1981) of the property of Sixth Street was completed. This property along 
with the other parish properties on Sixth Street is earmarked as the 
future site for the C.C.D./ parish hall center.  
 
The continued growth of the parish created “traffic jams” for every 
church service and activity. In order to alleviate the traffic problems a 
parking lot was built (summer of 1986) on the west side of the church on 
properties purchased in June 1982 and in March of 1986.  
 
On the 23rd of February of 1984, the many fund-raisers, and festivals, 

realized the final payment of the church located on 209 E. Avenue G. A 
thanksgiving celebration was held commemorating the relief of the 
largest economic burden of the parish, twenty years after the dedication 
and blessing of our church dedicated to Our Lady of Guadalupe.  
In September 1996, we dedicate the Our Lady of Guadalupe Family 
Center and parking lot. 
 
History is the story of significant events that create unforgettable 
memories affecting an institution. We have presented the brief history of 
this parish; a history of memorable events demonstrating dedication, 
faith and hope in God. This history presented for the future generations; 



generations that will undoubtedly meet new challenges with renewed 
faith and hope in God and continue adding successful chapters to the 
history of our parish.   

 
Our parish continues to grow and presently has 638 registered families. 

The parishioners of Our Lady of Guadalupe look forward to the future 

with great anticipation as we continue to see God’s plans at work at Our 
Lady of Guadalupe in so many, many ways. 

 


